
GEO ESTRADA EN2 Project 
Road Book & Stamps 

 

The Geo Route EN2 is the longest route in Portugal with 738,5 km long. With a start in Chaves and ending in Faro. 

Along this Geo Route, crossing 11 States and 32 Counties, you'll find more than 1500 geocaches and many other 

attractions. The challenge is ready... now, is up to you! 
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Chaves – Vila Real 
 from Alto Tâmega to Marão 

 

In this section, with 64km of extension and about 110 geocaches, the 

mythical EN2 begins. We will travel along its 738.5km until we reach 

Faro. 

It starts in Chaves, land of Alto Tâmega, crosses the thermal areas of 

Vidago and Pedras Salgadas, arriving later in Vila Pouca de Aguiar and 

penetrating the lands of the Alto Douro in the company of the Corgo 

River that takes us to Vila Real. 

In Chaves, in addition to many places of rare beauty and historical 

importance and the various caches that mark them, always with the 

Tâmega close by, you will also want to visit the mythical landmark of 

Km 0 and other references to the EN2 that you can find as “points of 

reference” in cache GC9JTGM. Be sure to dedicate a few hours to this 

spectacular starting point. 

Vidago and Pedras Salgadas are worth a visit, not only for the quality 

and peculiarity of their waters, but also for other natural, tourist and 

historical attractions. 

Through the lands of Aguiar, where Vila Pouca is the largest and most 

important, we follow the Corgo River and finally arrive at the district 

capital, Vila Real, which received a charter from D. Dinis in the 13th 

century. 

Some attractions in Vila Real will be the Black Pottery of Bisalhães 

(Intangible Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO since 2016) from where 

the "Bilha dos Segredos" stands out, the 

Palácio de Mateus (yes, the one with the 

rosé wine bottle) and the Tower of 

Quintela, built in the Sec. XIII. 

Don't miss the delicious "Cristas de Galo", 

considered one of the 7 Sweet Wonders of 

Portugal. 

The Park of Pedras Salgadas is one 

of the most beautiful parks in the 

interior of Portugal, and has its 

origin in the second half of the 

19th century. With a very 

characteristic fauna and flora, 

over 20 hectares, it as favourable 

microclimate, which enhances the 

splendour of nature. With a large 

lake, swimming pools and walking 

paths, the park invites you to go 

for a walk or bike ride, with family 

or friends. 

 

Among the valuable built 

heritage, we have to highlight the 

Thermal Spa (reborn by the 

architect Siza Vieira), the ancient 

Casino (which nowadays hosts all 

kinds of events) and the various 

thermal springs: Fonte D. 

Fernando, Fonte D. Maria Pia 

(located inside a small cave), the 

Fonte do Penedo and Grande 

Alcalina, the beautiful Fonte de 

Pedras Salgadas and the Fonte 

Preciosa. 

 

Source: Vila Pouca de Aguiar City 

Council 

https://coord.info/gc9jtgm
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Vila Real, Viseu 

Lands from the North 

 

With 107 Km extension, this section starts in Vila Real, crossing Peso da 

Régua, Lamego, Castro Daire and will take you to Viseu. 

You will find cities, towns and villages full of a rich cultural heritage that 

is worth exploring and a journey 

through the green landscapes and 

mountains that will leave you 

amazed. It would be too long to 

mention all the recommended points, 

so we think it's better to leave it to 

the discretion and taste of each one 

to trace their geo-plan and get to know these wonderful places. 

Arriving in Viseu, we immerse ourselves in history. Since Viriato, who is 

believed to have been born in this region and faced 

the Roman legions that wanted to annex the 

Iberian Peninsula to their empire, or Dom Afonso 

Henriques who was born here and later named the 

1st King of Portugal there are 

many other historical events in 

which Viseu was the cradle. 

 

Gastronomy: rich and diverse in smoked foods and 

cheeses, as well as with wines and sparkling wines 

that will make a wonderful combination. The “bôlas” 

from Lamego, the Viriatos from Castro Daire or the Veal from Lafões and 

the Gralheira Goat in Viseu. Very hard to choose. Enjoy your meal! 

Sanctuary of Nossa Senhora dos 

Remédios, located at the top of 

Santo Estêvão hill. Built between 

1750 and 1905. 

Built in the Baroque and Rococo 

style, it uses granite stone. 

At the front access to the 

sanctuary, there are 686 steps of 

stairs spread over 9 flights 

decorated with chapels, statues, 

fountains and obelisks. 

On one of the flights of the 

staircase called “Courtyard of the 

Kings”, the image of 18 kings of 

Israel, belonging to the family tree 

of the Virgin, stands out. 

At the base of the staircase, 4 

figures alluding to the seasons. 
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Viseu – Vila Nova de Poiares 
 Lands of Viriato and Besteiros, waters of Mondego and Dão 

 

This section is 78km long and has about 125 geocaches, it starts in Viseu, 

passes through Tondela and Santa Comba Dão, finds the Mondego River 

at the Aguieira Dam and only says goodbye after Penacova. The next 

stop is at the westernmost point of the EN2 and finally we arrive at Vila 

Nova de Poiares. 

Leaving Viseu (lands of Viriato) on the EN2 

towards the south, we quickly reach Tondela 

(lands of Besteiros) and then Santa Comba 

Dão, crossed by the Dão river, naturally, 

which ends up flowing into the Mondego further on, already in the 

pleasant basin of Aguieira dam. 

Changing from the district of Viseu for that of Coimbra, and following 

the Mondego we then arrive at the village of Penacova on its banks.  

Continuing our way, we find at Km 242, the most western point of the 

EN2, duly signposted and after traveling a few more kilometers, we 

reach the end of the section in Vila Nova de Poiares, one of the EN2 

friendliest lands, as you can see on site, with 

the well-defined and signposted N2 Route 

and even a magnificent mural at Km 248. 

Vila Nova de Poiares (Capriland) calls itself 

the universal capital of Chanfana, and this 

dish is the main representative of the local gastronomy, which is not 

exhausted here. The "Poiarito", for example, is a sweet from Poiares 

that appeals to the characteristic ingredients of the Beiras: sugar, bread, 

water, honey, sultanas, yolks and liqueur that make this sweet a true 

ex-libris of the Municipality. 

Viriato (181-139 BC) was the 

leader of the Lusitanians in their 

war against Rome. In 150 BC 

Viriato escaped the Roman 

massacre and the enslavement of 

the Lusitanians, who surrendered 

peacefully. Viriato continued to 

fight in the resistance and rose to 

become the leader of the tribe. 

From 147 to 142 BC, Viriato won 

one victory after another against 

the Romans. However, Viriatus 

was unable to match Rome's vast 

resources and began to grow 

exhausted. In 140 BC Viriato 

renewed peace negotiations, but 

was betrayed and murdered by 

close friends. Viriato was one of 

Rome's most successful and 

charismatic enemies and became 

Portugal's first national hero. 
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Vila Nova de Poiares, Vila de Rei 

27 Schist Villages 

 

With about 114 km in length, this section begins in Vila Nova de Poiares, 

going through Góis, Chã de Alvares, Pedrogão Grande, Cumeada ending 

in Vila de Rei.  

 

The first reference, is the arrival in Góis, the gateway of the EN2 in Serra 

da Lousã. Its imposing Ponte Real is the 

most emblematic monument, but there 

is more to visit, and if the weather 

invites you to swim, it is worth visiting 

Praia Fluvial da Peneda. 

Consider a visit to one of the many schist villages, due to the proximity 

to the EN2 we recommend the village of 

Pena and on the way, be sure to visit the 

Penedos de Góis.  

Back on the EN2, a stop at the river 

beach of Alvares will be pleasant.  

 

You have to cross the river Zêzere to the south and, as you pass the Cabril 

Dam, be impressed by this reservoir, 

one of the largest freshwater 

reserves and one of the tallest 

buildings in Portugal. 

 

Gastronomy: we don't know if it will be time for a good meal, but here 

are some suggestions for regional delicacies such as Cabrito Estonado, 

Maranhos or Tigeladas. Enjoy your meal! 

 

Schist Villages – so called because 

this is the most abundant stone 

used in the construction of houses 

and streets. 

The 27 Schist Villages are spread 

over: 

Serra do Açor:- Aldeia das Dez, 

Benfeita, Fajão, Sobral de São 

Miguel, Vila Cova de Alva 

Serra da Lousã:- Aigra Nova, 

Aigra Velha, Candal, Casal de São 

Simão, Casal Novo, Cerdeira, 

Chiqueiro, Comareira, Talasnal, 

Pena, Ferraria de São João, 

Gondramaz 

Zêzere:- Álvaro, Barroca, Janeiro 

de Baixo, Janeiro de Cima, 

Mosteiro, Pedrógão Pequeno 

Tejo-Ocreza:- Água Formosa, 

Figueira, Martim Branco, 

Sarzedas. 

 

 

https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/aldeia-das-dez
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/benfeita
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/faj%C3%A3o
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/sobral-de-s%C3%A3o-miguel
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/sobral-de-s%C3%A3o-miguel
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/vila-cova-de-alva
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/aigra-nova
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/aigra-velha
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/candal
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/casal-de-s%C3%A3o-sim%C3%A3o
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/casal-de-s%C3%A3o-sim%C3%A3o
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/casal-novo
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/cerdeira
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/Chiqueiro
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/Comareira
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/talasnal
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/pena
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/ferraria-de-s%C3%A3o-jo%C3%A3o
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/Gondramaz
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/%C3%81lvaro
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/barroca
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/janeiro-de-baixo
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/janeiro-de-baixo
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/janeiro-de-cima
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/mosteiro
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/pedrog%C3%A3o-pequeno
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/%C3%A1gua-formosa
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/figueira
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/martim-branco
https://aldeiasdoxisto.pt/aldeia/sarzedas
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Vila de Rei 
 EN2 GeoArt  

 

From the entrance of the Municipality of Vila de Rei, at Km 356, right 

after the Ingleses Dam, until leaving it troughout Ponte de Codes, near 

Km 376, you will find 222 caches that allow you not only to cross the 

county by following the EN2 (original pre IP3) but also, get to know this 

beautiful municipality in the center of the country and its 3 parishes. 

 

Vila de Rei received a charter from D. Dinis in 1285. The Zêzere river 

and the various places where we can enjoy it on the banks of the great 

Albufeira de Castelo de Bode (dam), such as the village and river beach 

of Fernandaires, are points that you can visit 

in GeoArt route. 

Picoto da Melriça, a 1st order geodesic vertex 

located at an altitude of 592m, is the Geodesic 

Center of Portugal and offers a unique 

experience with 360º of spectacular views over the region. Here there 

is also the Geodesy Museum, a themed exhibition room, a small 

auditorium, a souvenir shop and a bar. 

 

Penedo Furado, with its set of natural pools, walkways, waterfalls and 

trails is one of the places where the caches of this project will take you. 

You can also visit the most important schist village in the municipality, 

Água Formosa, about 10km from the geodesic centre.  

The gastronomy of the region presents, among other dishes, Bacalhau 

à Vila de Rei, Maranhos, Bucho Recheado and fish soup. 

To obtain the stamp of this GeoArt 

you will have to visit the letterbox 

GC9VGAJ, which is located in the 

church square of Fundada, the 

parish where the (circular) circuit 

of the 222 caches that make up 

GeoArt begins and ends. This 

GeoArt from Vila de Rei is, at the 

time, the largest in Portugal, 

having been designed in the 

image of the logo of the Geo 

Estrada EN2 project. 

Its location, the municipality of 

Vila de Rei, is fully justified by its 

geographical condition, since not 

only the geodesic center of 

mainland Portugal is located in 

this municipality, but also the 

midpoint of the EN2 (somewhere 

at Km 369) is located around here. 

The project caches, located on the 

EN2, were naturally integrated 

into GeoArt, but this one is much 

more than that, providing a tour 

(on other roads) through a large 

part of this beautiful central 

municipality of our country, and 

constitutes an indelible mark of 

the condition of “road that 

connects us” from North to South, 

through the often forgotten 

countryside. 

In short, an ex-libris of this 

project, we hope. 
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Vila de Rei - Abrantes 
 following the old road, passing through Penedo Furado. 

 

This section, starting in Vila de Rei and ending in Abrantes, has a length 

of 38 km and around 60 caches in one of the quietest areas of the entire 

EN2 route. 

From Vila de Rei to Abrantes there are two ways to go; the first is along 

the “new N2” (the IP3) where you can walk faster and discover the 

asphalt desert … the IP3; the other 

option is to take the EN2 (old road) 

where, in addition to the beautiful 

views, reduced traffic and the old 

milestones, you can also visit Vale de 

Grou, Pisão Cimeiro, Milreu, Penedo 

Furado, São Domingos, Brêscovo, 

Andreus and Sardoal ; additionally, the caches of this section are on this 

road, so… take your pick! 

 

“A caminho de Andreus, a estrada fica uma tira de alcatrão esquecida 

de pessoas e de carros. Pus o Requiem de Mozart alto para não ser 

apenas eu a ouvi-lo – mas os pinheiros e os fetos mantiveram-se 

indiferentes; só se comovem com o vento.”  

in LEVA-ME CONTIGO de Afonso Reis Cabral. 

 

During the placement of the geocaches we ended up having lunch in a 

small restaurant in São Domingos; the Bernardino, with many 

references to the EN2 and the 

important Km 380 that continues to 

be “celebrated” here. 

 

 

O Picoto da Melriça, vértice 

geodésico de 1ª ordem situado a 

592m de altitude, é o Centro 

Geodésico de Portugal e oferece 

uma experiência única com 360º 

de vistas espectaculares sobre a 

região.  

O início da sua construção 

remonta ao ano de 1802. 

Aqui existe também o Museu da 

Geodesia, uma sala de exposição 

temática, um pequeno auditório, 

loja de recordações e um bar 
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Abrantes, Ponte de Sôr 

Stargate to South 

 

This is a small section of about 31 km. It starts in Abrantes and ends in 

Ponte de Sôr. 

Crossing the Tagus River, head south. A calm route passing through 
Bemposta and with some transitions between the limits of the districts 
of Santarém and Portalegre. 

By tradition, the district of Santarém is an 
area for wild cattle, the route takes you 
through farms and lezírias, enjoy the walk. 
 
Arriving at Ponte de Sôr, we recommend a 
short walk through the historic center where 

you will find several street-art works, and through its pleasant riverside 
area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The most outstanding monuments of this Alentejo city are the Igreja 
Matriz de São Francisco de Assis, the 
Capela do Senhor das Almas de Galveias, 
and of course, not being a monument, but 
worth considering, the bridge over the 
Ribeira de Sôr, even though it is not the 
bridge that gave the name to the city. 

Gastronomy: Ponte de Sôr introduces us to river fish prepared in 

different ways or game dishes. Do not forget the wonderful Migas de 

Espargos accompanied by black pork or the Lamb Stew and of course, 

we are in the Alentejo where an Açorda with a fresh flavor of cilantro is 

also a good option.  

To top it off, here are the sweets like Bolo de Mel, Boleima de Ponte de 

Sôr or the wonderful Tigelada. The difficult thing is to choose. Enjoy your 

meal! 

The Castle, or Fortress of 

Abrantes, takes a dominant 

position on a hill above the Tagus 

River. Sometime in the 12th 

century, after the conquest of the 

village from the Moors by D. 

Afonso Henriques, he determined 

the reconstruction of the city's 

defenses.  

Being a strategic location in the 

defense of the so-called Tagus 

Line, over time these defenses 

have been preserved and 

improved.  

Linked to the Order of the 

Templars, it underwent multiple 

works that changed its initial 

Romanesque layout from the 

twelfth century to the current 

Gothic aspect. 

Of the original, only remains the 

Porta de Armas and the arcade 

that supports the viewpoint over 

the city. 
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Ponte de Sôr - Mora 
 from Alentejo to Alentejo trough the basin of Montargil dam 

 

This section starts in Ponte de Sôr and ends in Mora; It has an extension 

of 43Km and about 70 caches making the true introduction to the great 

Alentejo, inside which we will stay during the next 250km of our EN2. 

Leaving Ponte-de-Sôr, we pass through Domingão and the picturesque 

Tramaga, worth a visit, then find the 

Aerodrome on our right. From here we 

enter the fields of the dam of 

Montargil, where we find beaches, 

marinas, hotels, camping, water sports 

and many other attractions. In Vila de Montargil you will find several 

places where you can discover the delights of regional cuisine. 

At the end of the reservoir, the EN2 turns 

completely to the left to cross the dam wall, 

definitively saying goodbye to the last river 

beach and the waters of the Ribeira de Sôr. 

 

The next most relevant point of 

interest on our trip is the 

Fluviário de Mora, which is 

undoubtedly worth a visit. 

Soon after, we arrive at the end 

of our section, Mora, a typical 

Alentejo village with its cuisine dominated by migas dishes, which can 

vary between asparagus, coriander, roe, sausages, cauliflower and 

tomato. 

The Montargil Dam, located in 

Montargil, Ponte de Sôr belongs 

to the watershed of the Tagus 

River, and is located on the Ribeira 

de Sôr. It was designed in 1954 

and was completed in 1958. 

 

The bridge represented in the 

stamp was partially submerged 

when the dam was built, but 

remains visible at the site, being a 

true ex-libris of the Montargil 

reservoir. 
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Mora, Montemor-o-Novo 

Cork Oak FIelds and Cadle 

 

It takes about 41 km to go from Mora to Montemor-o-novo, passing 

through Brotas and Ciborro. The landscapes are of a forgotten and 

decertified Portugal, still full of beauty. 

Then on the way, and a brief stop in the authentic village of Brotas, to 

visit the Sanctuary of Nossa Senhora de Brotas. 

Continuing, we head to Ciborro, a village full of EN2 

symbolism. Meeting point for many adventurers, mostly 

groups of bikers. Time for a break, who knows, chatting 

with another EN2 visitor and even leaving a registration 

of your visit. 

Arriving in Montemor-o-Novo, at the top, you can see the impressive 

ruins of the Castle of Montemor 

where, according to history, Vasco 

da Gama's Maritime Crossing to 

India was prepared. 

If there is time, I leave references to 

some points of interest in the castle 

such as Portas da Vila e de Santarém, the Manueline coat of arms of the 

Casa da Guarda, the towers of “Má-Hora” and “Relógio”, the Convent 

of Nossa Senhora da Saudação, the Churches of São João Batista, Santa 

Maria do Bispo and São Tiago and the Paço dos Alcaides or Paço Real, a 

lot of history and many secrets kept in these walls. 

 

Gastronomy: If it's time for a meal when passing through Ciborro, the 

lamb” à Dona Ermelinda” or the “Bacalhau à Infante” can be good 

options. Further south, there are game dishes, pies and sausages, but 

also veal and lamb dishes.  

Finally, there are convent sweets and traditional pennyroyal and granite 

liqueurs. Enjoy your meal! 

Ciborro – milestone of Estrada 

Nacional 2 at kilometer 500. 

Meeting point for many who 

travel the mythical Portuguese 

road. Surely a space for socializing 

where some refreshing beverage 

or food can be enjoyed. 

About one kilometer to the east, it 

is worth visiting the pleasant 

Tabueira dam where you can 

enjoy a pleasant afternoon and 

even practice some water sports. 

Anyway, Geocaching will take you 

there. 
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Montemor-o-Novo - Ferreira do Alentejo 
 route of the 3 districts – Évora, Setúbal e Beja 

 

The trip lasts for 76 Km and you’ll found around 120 geocaches. It spans 

along three Districts, with Setúbal stretching from the Atlantic sea to 

the middle of Alentejo between Évora and Beja; in some parts of the 

route one can even see the somehow distant Arrábida mountains! 

The route starts in Montemor-o-Novo which 

Castel you may have already visited, delving more 

and more in Alentejo until finally reach the Beja 

District, one of the warmer places in Portugal. 

It's worth mentioning the beautiful and 

remarkable Gruta do Escoural, close to Santiago 

do Ecoural. 

Then we find the typical and peaceful 

Alentejo villages of Alcáçovas and Torrão 

where we can delight ourselves once again 

with their meat dishes and sweets, such as 

the sericaia, shown aside. 

Further on, Odivelas, and very close by, the 

beautiful reservoir of the dam of the 

Odivelas stream, where you can take a bath, 

go kayaking or even look for some caches… 

Finally we arrive at the village of Ferreira do 

Alentejo, with its rich history and 

gastronomy. At the entrance, the beautiful 

monument to the forger, which gave it its 

name. 

 

If you’re planning a visit to Escoural cave, you must book one day before trough 

Escoural Interpretation Centre, Rua Dr. Magalhães Lima, Escoural; phone +351 

266 857 000. 

With vestiges of human 

occupation dating back to 

50,000 years BC, Escoural cave 

was discovered during mining 

activity in the 1963 and 

Classified as National cultural 

patrimony. You’ll find the 

famous palaeolithic figures of 

horses, bovines and others, 

and also a Neolithic 

Necropolis. 
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Ferreira do Alentejo, Aljustrel 

The Mines Wealth 

 

We continue towards the south, leaving Ferreira do Alentejo, it is only 

about 25 km to Aljustrel. On the way, a stop in Ervidel. 

Ervidel has to offer its beautiful Igreja Matriz and very close, the dam 

“Barragem do Roxo”. 

Heading south, the Alentejo cork oak 

forest flanks the road that takes us to 

Aljustrel, where the Igreja Matriz de São 

Salvador awaits us, where you can accept 

the challenge of climbing the staircase to 

the towering Ermida de Santa Maria do 

Castelo and what remains of the castle 

ruins (or, not so fun, go by car).  

Aljustrel is land of ancient miners, 

already from Roman times, it was 

known as Metallum Vispascencis, 

where they obtained copper and silver. 

Over time, the exploitation of mines was changing, seeking to extract 

many of its derivatives from pyrites. Apparently, the interest in these 

mines no longer exists, but the history of many centuries remains and 

can be visited in the Parque Mineiro de Aljustrel. 

 

Gastronomy: South Alentejo's cuisine was conditioned by the scarcity of 

means, its base is good bread, water and seasonings that give rise to 

typical dishes such as Gaspacho, Açordas and Migas, grain or bean 

stews and meat stews.  

If there's still room for some sweets, it's always worth seeing the menu. 

Enjoy your meal! 

Capela do Calvário, also known as 

Capela de Santa Maria Madalena 

or Stone Church (Igreja das 

Pedras), has a circular 

construction and a bell covered 

with a lantern. 

Built in the 17th century, its 

interior and exterior are 

decorated with irregular 

protruding stones whose purpose 

is to represent the suffering of 

Christ on the Via Sacra, but they 

can also represent the adulterous 

woman, in the figure of Mary 

Magdalene who was saved from 

being stoned by the Savior. 

Interestingly, this temple has 

already been moved to several 

points in the village, having been 

rebuilt in its current location at 

the end of the Sec. XIX 
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Aljustrel – Castro Verde 
 from Alentejo to Alentejo trough the Iberian Pyrite Belt 

 

This section extends for 22 km and you can find about 40 caches along 

a route where the plain and calm Alentejo landscape abounds, 

interspersed with traces of half-asleep 

industrial development, as is the case of 

several mining complexes now 

deactivated. 

Here you will be able to let yourself be 

carried away by the calm of the road with long flat straights, bordered 

by almost infinite pasture and cork tree fields. 

Storks are ubiquitous, sometimes in 

their restful flight, sometimes looking 

for food in the pastures, or looking after 

their young in their “apartments” on 

electricity poles or old eucalyptus trees. 

In Castro Verde, in the heart of Campo Branco, Cante has long marked 

the cadence of life. The light is the same, but the days are different. The 

song clung to the white of the houses, the erasure of the landscape, the 

verticality of the holm oaks and the men. 

Cante Alentejano, UNESCO Intangible Heritage of Humanity since 2014 

If it once had a strong connection to work, now it is a cathedral of 

conviviality, of encounter, a space for cultural affirmation, identity and 

the safeguarding of memory.. 

The area we cross has some 

industrial mining facilities already 

deactivated, with an immense 

heritage, of classical and industrial 

archeology, with high historical 

and patrimonial value that no 

longer exists in any other mine in 

the Iberian Pyrite Belt. 

The movable heritage is 

represented by some industrial 

archeology materials dispersed 

throughout the “couto mineiro”, 

such as the “Casa do Produrador”, 

the “cementation of the caves” 

and the white stones, the 

Electricity and Compressor Power 

Stations, the “Transtagana 

chimney”, the “Iron Hat” the 

Roman Escorials and Metallurgical 

Workshop, the various Malacates 

(see stamp) the Teleiras and the 

Toldas. 
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Castro Verde, Almodôvar 

Alentejo Plateaus 

 

It is about 21 km to go from Castro Verde to Almodôvar. 

Between these two villages, we only find Rosário. This is how the interior 

South is, kilometers of fields with some cork oaks or holm oaks. Cattle 

raising here and there, and few “people”. The flow of traffic today made 

by the highways, led little by little to the desertification of these towns 

and villages along the EN2. 

Arriving in Almodôvar, this is the last stop in Alentejo on Estrada 

Nacional 2. Among the various places worth visiting in Almodôvar, we 

highlight the beautiful Convent of 

Nossa Senhora da Conceição, the 

imposing Mother Church, the 

centuries-old Medieval Bridge over 

Ribeira de Cobres and the curious 

Museu da Escrita do Sudoeste 

Almodôvar (MESA).  

But its roundabouts, which have become art 

exhibition venues, are well worth a visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gastronomy: here the lamb stew, the rabbit 

soup and the Grouse soup (Açorda de Perdiz) reign supreme. Most of 

these dishes need to be ordered in advance.  

When we get to the desserts, we are presented with the gila or honey 

cake, the nougat or the “requeijão” pastries. To eat and cry for more. 

Enjoy your meal! 

Alentejo Plateaus follow the 

traveler along kilometers of 

undulating road in an up and 

down of small hills with cork oak 

and wheat fields flanking the 

route. It can be considered that 

the Alentejo Plateaus are 

delimited to the south by the 

Monchique and Caldeirão 

mountain ranges, to the north, 

the plateaus start south of the 

Tagus river and to the east will be 

the Monfurado mountain range 

that delimits it area. 
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Almodôvar, São Brás de Alportel 
 from Alentejo to Algarve trough Serra do Caldeirão 

 

The route has 59 km and about 110 caches. This is undoubtedly one of 

the most relevant sections of the EN2, having been the first to be 

classified as a “heritage road” and thus protected from 

“modernisations” that could de-characterize it. 

It transports us from Almodôvar to 

São Brás de Alportel in 3 distinct 

phases; the first connecting the 

Alentejo to the Algarve, the second 

providing the crossing of the Serra 

do Caldeirão with its “torture” of 

curves and magnificent views and finally, in a third phase, coming down 

from the mountains, the arrival at the wonderful southern coast of 

Portugal. 

At Ameixial, right after the Seiceira fountain, cool bath in the summer, 

I stopped for a bread with ham and ended up buying some really funny 

EN2 magnets at Central da Serra (N 37 21.887 W 007 57.852)  

As we go up the Serra do 

Caldeirão with its endless curves, 

we will also find numerous points 

of interest, highlighting places 

where the privileged views delight 

the traveler and provide fantastic moments. In the middle of the 

mountain we find Cortelha and Barranco do Velho (municipality of 

Loulé) where you can eat and sleep. In my case, I chose to have dinner 

with some delicious “game migas” and sleep at Tia Bia, Barranco do 

Velho. 

At the foot of the Serra we begin to feel 

the proximity of the “South Sea” and we 

are treated to the episodes of nostalgia 

that the EN2 always brings us. 

The crossing of Serra do Caldeirão 

is for many, especially 

motorcyclists, the true “piéce de 

resistance” of the EN2, providing a 

fantastic way to approach the end 

of this great adventure. 

People in the area guarantee that 

the Caldeirão curves are 365, but 

the truth is that no one told us 

that they counted them… we just 

believe that they are 365. 

The stamp is there for you waiting 

for you! 
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São Brás de Alportel, Faro 

White houses with Terrace 

 

There are only about 16 km to go, leaving São Brás de Alportel the 

journey to Faro is going downhill to the sea. We're in the final stretch. 

The white houses with their terraces transport us to another Portugal. 

Arriving in Faro, and after taking the usual photo next to the roundabout 

of the 738 km of Estrada Nacional 2 (the last landmark of the EN2), don’t 

forget that there are still an additional 500 meters before you can say 

that you have traveled the Estrada Nacional 2.  

In Faro, tourism that seeks the heat of the 

summer or the amenity of the winters comes 

together in a back-and-forth with the natives. 

Here, too, it is a meeting point for many EN2 

adventurers who, in local bars or restaurants, 

celebrate the end of their adventure on the iconic EN2. 

But in Faro there are many points of interest, for all tastes. In its history 

are monuments such as the Cathedral of Faro, Praça D. Afonso III, Arco 

da Vila, Arco do Repouso, Igreja de São 

Pedro, Igreja do Carmo and “Capela dos 

Ossos”.Going to take a look at the Faro’s 

marina is also something not to be missed. 

Gastronomy: with Roman and Arab influences, the gastronomy of the 

Algarve, although with strong dishes from the countryside, is richer in 

the flavors of the sea.  

The list is long, so there's just a little flavor left to whet your appetite. 

Can start with a razor clam rice from the Ria de Formosa, or a Pork with 

Clams? without forgetting the Algarvian Stuffed Squids and the Tuna 

Steaks or the Soup of “Conquilhas”, are also options not to be missed.  

When it comes to desserts, figs and almonds are kings like the 

“Queijinhos de Figo e Amêndoa” or the almond dough, but also the Bolo 

Mimoso, the Folares, the Orange Pudim and, of course, the Dom 

Rodrigos. I have to stop. Enjoy your meal! 

Faro is the end of the mythical 

route that, along 11 districts, 35 

municipalities, 11 mountains and 

13 rivers, accumulates the 738.5 

km of the route. 
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